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COUNTY OF LEWIS
Local Law No. 2 of the Year 2019

A LOCAL LAW PROVIDING FOR THE INSTALLMENT PAYMENT OF REAL
PROPERTY TOWN AND COUNTY TAXES IN LEWIS COUNTY

BE IT ENACTED by the Board of Legislators of the County of Lewis as follows:

SECTION 1. TITLE:

This Local law shall be known as the LOCAL LAW PROVIDING FOR THE
INSTALLMENT PAYMENT OF REAL PROPERTY TOWN AND COUNTY TAXES IN
LEWIS COUNTY.

SECTION 2. PURPOSE:

A. The purpose of this Local Law is to designate the County of Lewis, or its designees,
as the tax collection agency for the purpose of collecting taxes in installments as prescribed by
Title 4-A of Article 9 of the Real Property Tax Law (RPTL §§ 972 — 976), in order to establish a
coordinated system for the collection of County and Town taxes by instaliment.

B. The County of Lewis prepares all tax bills, creates and executes tax warrants for all
Towns, and is the designated collection agent for all delinquent property taxes. In so doing, the
County makes each Town whole in order for each Town to meet its annual budget.

C. The Towns collect county and town property taxes. The intent of installment
payments is to allow each Town to opt into this Local Law, as procedurally described and set
forth in Section 4, and thereby afford taxpayers the ability to pay their county and town property
taxes timely and not fall into delinquency status.

SECTION 3. INSTALLMENT PAYMENTS:

A. On and after the effective date of this local law and until repealed, the County and
Town real property taxes may be paid in two (2) installments, for each Town that opts into this



Local law by Resolution. The two (2) installment payments are to be approximately equal
(without factoring in the service charge on the first installment as hereinafter set forth).

B. The taxpayer is not obligated to pay by installment and may pay the entire tax bill in
whole by January 31" without penalty, interest or other charges as set forth in the Real Property
Tax Law of the State of New York.

C. If any installment is not paid on or before the date it is due, additional interest shall be
added as provided by §§ 975 and 924-a of the Real property Tax Law for each month or part
thereof until paid. No such installment may be paid unless all prior installments, including
service charges and interest shall have been paid or shall be paid at the same time.

D. If paying by installment, the first installment shall be due and payable to the
Collecting Officer of the Town no later than January 31%, with no interest, but with a two (2%)
service charge. Failure or neglect by an owner of real property to pay the first installment on
time and as herein provided shall be construed as an election by such owner to pay the total
amount of taxes in one payment in the manner provided by law, and shall thereby disqualify the
Taxpayer from the installment payment option. Such failure and neglect to pay timely will result
in the standard interest, penalties and other charges set forth in the RPTL to be incurred.

E. The second installment shall be due and payable to the Collecting Officer of the Town
on or before May 31%, without interest. Failure or neglect to make this second installment

payment timely will result in the standard interest, penalties and other charges set forth in the
RPTL to be incurred.

F. Taxes which are paid through a real property tax escrow account may not be paid in
installments pursuant to this Local Law.

G. As used in the Local Law, the term “taxes” shall include special assessments which
are levied by the Lewis County Legislature at the time and in the manner provided by law for the
levy of town and county taxes.

H. The 2% service charge as set forth in subparagraph “D” of this section is to be the
Town’s revenue. Any interest/penalties collected for late payment(s) shall belong to the Town if
collected by the Town, and then to the County on or after June 1*.

SECTION 4. TOWN PARTICIPATION PROCEDURE:

A. Pursuant to RPTL §§972 & 973, upon the enactment of this Local Law by the Lewis
County Legislature, each Town in Lewis County may decide, by affirmative vote of a majority
of its Board by Resolution, to permit the installment payment of current taxes. A certified copy
of said Resolution by the town clerk to the clerk of the county board of legislators must be
received on or before the first day of October.

B. The decision to permit and opt for installment payment of taxes as herein set forth
requires the local Town and its Tax Collector to collect and receipt for taxes on the same



collection system used by the County Treasurer and Real Property Director. The local Tax
Collectors must use the County’s computer billing and collection system.

C. In order to assist the Towns in opting for installment payments pursuant to this Local
Law, the County agrees to pay the cost of the software program/system for the Town for the first
two (2) years of operation, and for such additional year(s) the County may, in its sole discretion,
offer to pay on behalf of the Town.

D. The Service Charge fee for installment payment option is to be the Town’s revenue
in exercising the option to allow for installment payments.

SECTION S. ADMINISTRATION & GENERAL POWERS OF THE COUNTY TREASURER:

A. In addition to the powers granted to the County Treasurer in this Local law, she/he is
hereby authorized and empowered:

1). To promulgate and amend suitable rules and regulations appropriate to the carrying
out of this Local Law and the purposes thereof, upon consultation with the Lewis County
Director of Real Property and the Legislative Finance and Rules Committee;

2). In consultation with the Lewis County Director of Real Property and the Legislative
Finance and Rules Committee, to annually review the service charge fees, program/system costs
and expenses, and to make recommendations on increases/decreases to cover costs associated
with the installment payment of taxes to the County Board of Legislators;

3). To delegate her/his functions hereunder to the Deputy County Treasurer or any
employee or employees of the Office of the County Treasurer.

SECTION 6. EFFECTIVE DATE:
This Local law shall take effect immediately.

Town Boards which decide to permit Installment Payment of current year Town/County
taxes as set forth in this Local law must so notify the Clerk of the County Board of Legislators
by copy of the official Town Board Resolution on or before October 1, preceding the January
Town/County Tax levy. The decision to permit Installment Payment of current year
Town/County taxes will remain in force until revoked by a Town Board Resolution, a copy of
which must be delivered to the Clerk of the County Board of Legislators on or before October 1,
preceding the January Town/County Tax Levy.

(Complete the certification in the paragraph that applies to the filing of this Local Law and strike out that which is not applicable)

1. (Final Adoption by Local Legislative Body Only.)

I hereby certify that the Local Law annexed hereto, designated as Local Law No. 2 of
2019, of the County of Lewis was duly passed by the Lewis County Board of Legislators on July
2, 2019, in accordance with the applicable provisions of law.



* Elective Chief Executive Officer means or includes the chief executive officer of a county
elected on a county-wide basis, or if there be none, the chairman of the county legislative body,
the mayor of a city or village, or the supervisor of a town where such officer is vested with the
power to approve or veto Local Laws or Ordinances.



(If any other authorized form of final adoption has been followed, please provide an appropriate
certification).

[ further certify that I have compared the preceding Loocal Law with the original on file in this office and that the
same is a correct transcript therefrom and of the whole of such original Local Law, and was finally adopted in the
manner indicated in Paragraph 1, above.

| et i I Bl
oA TERESA K. CLARK, CLERK
LEWIS COUNTY BOARD OF LEGISLATORS

- (Seal) Dated: July 3, 2019

(Certification to be executed by County Attorney, Corporation Counsel, Town Attorney,
Village Attorney or other authorized Attorney of locality.)

STATE OF NEW YORK )
COUNTY OF LEWIS )  ss:

I, the undersigned, hereby certify that the foregoing Local Law contains the correct text
and that all proper proceedings have been had or taken for the enactment of the Local Law

annexed hereto. M W
E. MecNICHOL, ESQ.
IS COUNTY ATTORNEY
ated: July 3, 2019




