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COUNTY OF LEWIS
Local Law No. 5 of the Year 2008

A LOCAL LAW ASSIGNING TO THE LEWIS COUNTY SHERIFF THE DUTIES AND
RESPONSBILITIES FOR OVERSEEING THE E - 911 SYSTEM

SECTION 1. - TITLE:

This local law shall be entitled “A LOCAL LAW ASSIGNING TO THE LEWIS
COUNTY SHERIFF THE DUTIES AND RESPONSBILITIES FOR OVERSEEING THE E -
911 SYSTEM.”

SECTION 2. - PURPOSE:

The purpose of this Local Law is to assign certain responsibilities and duties pertaining to
the management and supervision of the 911 emergency communications system and personnel to
the Lewis County Sheriff.

SECTION 3. AUTHORITY:

This local law is enacted pursuant to the authority granted by County Law § 650(1)
which provides in pertinent part:

“The sheriff shall perform the duties prescribed by law as an officer of the court and
conservator of the peace within the county. He shall perform such additional and related
duties as may be prescribed by law and directed by the board of supervisors or the
county legislature.” (Emphasis added).

Additionally, Municipal Home Rule Law (“MHL”) § 10 provides that a county may
adopt local laws that affect the following areas, provided the local law does not conflict with the
constitution or other general law:

“(1) The powers, duties, qualifications, number, mode of selection and removal, terms of
office, compensation, hours of work, protection, welfare and safety of its officers and
employees. . .” (Emphasis added). MHL § 10(1)(ii)(a)(1).



SECTION 4. LEGISLATIVE FINDINGS:

The Legislature makes the following legislative findings:

1.

That pursuant to Count Law Articles 6 and 6-A, the County of Lewis adopted
Local Laws No. 3 — 1999 and No. 5 — 1999, and established an Enhanced 911
Emergency Telephone System whereby all telephone service providers doing
business in Lewis County, whether by line or by wireless, were directed to route
all telephone calls dialing “9-1-1” to a single local Public Service Answering
Point (“PSAP”).

That when the PSAP was created, it was physically located in the Lewis County
Communications Center in the Lewis County Public Safety Building.

That pursuant to the mandates of County Law § 308, the PSAP is operational on a
24 hour per day basis, and is manned by dispatchers/corrections officers
employed by the Lewis County Sheriff’s Department.

That neither Local Law No. 3 — 1999 nor Local Law No. 5 — 1999 specifically
provided for the management or supervision of the E-911 System.

That in 2002, without the benefit of a formal resolution, the Board of Legislators
appointed the Director of Information Technology to assume the role of “Project
Coordinator” for the E-911 System.

That maintaining the efficient operation of the E-911 System involves not only
management and oversight of the employees performing dispatching duties, but
also assuring the timely maintenance and repair of the telephone system,
equipment, and related computer hardware and software.

That the Board of Legislators continues to recognize the paramount importance of
the health, safety and welfare of the citizens of the County and further recognizes
that when the lives or property of its citizens are in imminent danger that timely
and appropriate assistance must be rendered. Furthermore, the Board of
Legislators ratifies and affirms the findings it made with the 1999 legislation that
the PSAP has the most accurate, current and extensive knowledge of Lewis
County’s geography, roadways, landmarks, emergency service resources, and
similar information of critical importance to the expeditious and efficient delivery
of emergency services throughout the County.

That in keeping with its intent to provide cost-effective and efficient delivery of
emergency telephone service in Lewis County, the Board of Legislators believes
that the management and supervision of the E-911 should be performed under the
auspices of the Lewis County Sheriff’s Department.



That the maintenance of the telephone system, equipment, and related computer
hardware and software should continue to be performed by the Information
Technology Department, but subject to the oversight of the Sheriff’s Department.

SECTION 5. ASSIGNEMENT OF DUTIES:

The following duties are hereby assigned to and shall hereafter be deemed the
responsibility of the Lewis County Sheriff:

1.

10.

11.

12.

13.

Oversees the operation of E-911 within Lewis County and administers agreements
with participating agencies;

Coordinates the recommendations made by County agencies, staff and outside
consultants in support of the planning and operation of the E-911 center;

Develops protocols and operating procedures for receiving and forwarding calls
for emergency services to the appropriate agencies;

Supervises the implementation of operating procedures for the system;

Prepares verbal and written reports as requested by the County Manager and
Legislature concerning the program,;

Coordinates with all first responders within the County to assure that the protocols
are consistently followed;

Assists in the preparation of the annual operating and capital budget requests for
the E-911 Center;

Coordinates the implementation of training of dispatchers and emergency
personnel in E-911 procedures;

Attends meetings with user agencies and represents the interests of the County
regarding the operation of the E-911 Center;

Coordinates and implements necessary procedures to comply with the directives
of the NY State E-911 Commission;

Assists in resolution of problems that develop between the public users and E-911
Center operations;

Assists in the preparation of information about the program for public
dissemination;

Promotes and coordinates cooperation amount user agencies;
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