
 

 

REGULAR MEETING 
                     April 2, 2024 
 

The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. by Chairman of the Board, 
Lawrence Dolhof. 
 
 Roll Call:  All Legislators were present, except Legislator Frost who has been 
excused.  There were 19 other persons present. 
 
 Chairman Dolhof asked Legislator Kalamas for the Invocation, followed by 
the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

Chairman Dolhof declared the March 5, 2024 meeting minutes approved by 
general consent. 
 
PROCLAMATION(S): 

 
Clerk of the Board Cassandra Moser read a proclamation commemorating 

April as Fair Housing Month, followed by Chairman Dolhof presenting the 
proclamation to Carole Dunbar, Realtor representing the Jefferson-Lewis Board of 
Realtors.  
 
CERTIFICATES OF RECOGNITION: 
 
 Legislator Moser introduced some Lewis County High School Athletes.  
Chase Nevills of Copenhagen Central School won his second New York State 
Wrestling Championship title at 124 pounds, after winning last year at 118 pounds.  
Tavian Camper also of Copenhagen Central School won his first New York State 
Wrestling Championship title at 152 pounds.  Coach Clay Russell was recognized for 
his leadership, training, and support for the Copenhagen Central School Boys 
Wrestling program.  Chairman Dolhof presented each one with a certificate of 
recognition. 
 
PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR: 
 
 Lewis County Sheriff Michael Carpinelli stated he was available for any 
questions regarding Snirt.  Chairman Dolhof reported that the Annual Snirt Run 
went well, citing that there was no damage done and no littering.  Sheriff Carpinelli 
reported that there were a few tickets issued, some complaints that were 
addressed, and roughly around 2,700 participants.  He felt that this year there was 
less alcohol involved.  The Chairman thanked Sheriff Carpinelli for his participation 
and assistance.  Legislator Moser also thanked Sheriff Carpinelli and the Board for 
their support of this event. 
 
REPORT OF THE FINANCE AND RULES COMMITTEE: 



 

 

 
 The Finance and Rules Committee had met and recommended to waive the 
rules to allow action on late resolutions. 
        Signed by: Thomas Osborne 
          Jeffrey Nellenback  
          Vincent Nortz 
Dated: April 2, 2024       Barry Lyndaker 
 

Legislator Nortz moved to accept the recommendation of the Finance & 
Rules Committee, seconded by Legislator Moroughan, and carried. 
 
CLERK OF THE BOARD REPORT: 
 

The Board of Legislators received an adopted resolution from Cattaraugus 
County titled “Supporting New York State Senate and Assembly for proposed 
increase in Local Transportation funding amounts to the State Budget.”  They also 
receive a Notice of Condemnation on a property located at 1047 State Route 26, 
Village of West Leyden from Code Enforcement Officer David Brown. 
 

There have been two (2) RP-554 applications for Corrected Tax Roll 
submitted for tax map number 207.00-02-10.210 and 037.00-02-12.100 that have 
been approved by Real Property Director Candy Akin and Treasurer Eric Virkler. 
 

The following Departments have submitted their 2023 Annual Reports: Board 
of Elections, Community Services, Emergency Management, Highway, Planning & 
Community Development, Probation, Public Health, Purchasing, Real Property Tax 
Services, Recreation, Forestry & Parks, Social Services, Solid Waste, and Workers’ 
Compensation. 
 

April is recognized as National Child Abuse Prevention Month.  Each year, 
Social Services educates others and raises awareness about the impact child abuse 
has on children and society.  They give parents the tools they need to parent 
effectively, even under stress.  To make child abuse less likely to occur, as a county, 
we must invest in our community and our families.  In 2023, Lewis County Child 
Protective Services responded to 434 reports.  National Child Abuse Prevention 
Month is more than just raising awareness about the reality of child maltreatment, 
it’s about taking action to reduce it.   
 
REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES: 
 
 Legislator Osborne stated that Human Resources reported that they have 
started implementation of their new HRIS platform with Neogov, focusing on 
customizing the system and uploading information. There are 6 segments of the 
system with the first install taking up to 12 weeks.  April will be a busy month for 
Human Resources as Open Enrollment for health insurance kicks off with multiple 



 

 

presentations and 1 on 1 meetings with employees. Lastly, registration for the 6th 
Annual Community Cup is now open on the County website.  Community Cup will 
take place May 29th – June 1st this year.  

  
 Legislator Osborne moved to accept the NYMIR Package, Inland Marine, 
Crime, and Privacy & Security Cyber Liability Insurance renewals in the total 
amount of $269,630.12 effective April 5, 2024 to April 5, 2025, seconded by 
Legislator Moser, and carried. 
 
 Legislator Osborne moved to authorize the Simmons Hanly Conroy firm to 
proceed with the next phase of the opioid litigation by adding and asserting claims 
against certain large Pharmacy Benefit Managers to hold them accountable for 
their role in the creation and perpetuation of the opioid epidemic, seconded by 
Legislator Kalamas, and carried. 
 
 Legislator Moroughan stated that the Office of Building & Fire Codes reports 
that there have been 95 permits issued with project values totaling $4,082,855.00.  
The Office has responded to seventeen (17) complaints, issued eighty-four (84) 
Certificates of Occupancy, and researched five (5) FOIL requests.  They have also 
completed a combined total of 251 construction inspections.  As the weather begins 
to turn nice, construction should pick up and their workload will increase. 

 
 Legislator Moroughan moved to award bids for hot asphalt mix based on 
project location in accordance with the tabulation of all bids prepared by the 
Highway Superintendent and placed on file with the Clerk of the Board for the 
period of April 1, 2024 through March 31, 2025, seconded by Legislator Osborne, 
and carried. 
 
 Legislator Moroughan moved to award the bid for pavement marking to K & T 
Striping LLC in accordance with the tabulation of all bids prepared by the Highway 
Superintendent and placed on file with the Clerk of the Board for the period April 1, 
2024 through March 31, 2025, seconded by Legislator Leviker, and carried. 
 
 Legislator Moroughan moved to authorize an early dismissal for all non-
essential personnel on Monday, April 8th at 2:00 p.m. due to the Solar Eclipse, 
seconded by Legislator Nortz, and carried. 
 
 Legislator Moser reported that this week is National Public Health Week, this 
is a week to acknowledge and celebrate what Public Health is and does.  It is 
celebrated the first week of April every year.  This year's theme is Protecting, 
Connecting, and Thriving, We Are All Public Health.  
 
 Public Health is more than just health care. It's the steps we take to make 
sure our neighborhoods and environment are free from pollution. It's making sure 
our food and water are safe to eat and drink.  It's making sure residents have access 



 

 

to healthy foods and physical activity opportunities. It's also the relationships we 
foster in our communities.  

 
 This year to celebrate, our Public Health department is doing a "This is Public 
Health Campaign."  You will find various pictures on our Public Health social media 
pages displaying the many aspects of Public Health throughout our community.  
This campaign is to bring awareness to the things we may all take for granted that 
impact our health.  We must recognize the healthier we are the more our community 
will thrive.  

 
 As the chair of the Human Services Committee, I would like to thank our 
Public Health staff and the many community partners they work with, for their work 
in promoting and protecting the health of our residents.  
 
 Legislator Nortz reported that Kristina Boucher, Respiratory Therapist, was 
the employee of the Year for 2023.  Madison Compton, Lab Tech Trainee was the 
February Employee of the Month.  The hospital had 589 total staff, full-time, part-
time, and casual as of the end of 2023.  There was a gain of $2,387,671.00 versus a 
budgeted loss of $362,189 for the month of February 2024. The year-to-date gain is 
$1,983,918.00 versus a budgeted loss of $803,646.00.  The $2.3M gain was 
essentially from the $4.9M of IGT funds received, with this removed the monthly 
deficit would have been $508,000.00.  $2M of the IGT funds will be placed in a 
compliance reserve in anticipation of a payback after state reconciliation.   
 
 Mr. Jerry Cayer, Hospital CEO, reported that the Capital Project continues to 
move forward with Phases 5 & 6.  Maternity had their first delivery and over the 
next 7 months will anticipate another 89 delivers.  This is a good start with positive 
feedback.  Now that the Capital project is ending the Nursing Home will be applying 
for a $10M grant to renovate that area.  The hospital is working towards getting to a 
point that there is always a project ready to move forward when grant funding is 
awarded.  The hospital has a 10-year lease with the Town of Diana for the clinic.  
There will be some renovations done, submission of a Certificate of Need, then a 
physician and experienced physician assistant will be there. 
 
PROJECT MANAGERS REPORT: 
 
 Mr. Jim Garito thanked the board and Ryan for the opportunity to report.  The 
project is in the final stages.  He is pushing the contractors to finish final close outs.  
Mr. Nick Garito reported that construction has slowed a bit, but they have their final 
punch lists.  Recreation, Forestry & Parks is moving into the new Outdoor Services 
building next week, then Soil & Water will move in after.  The exterior work will be 
worked on as weather permits.  The DMV has a few loose ends and exterior items 
but that should be completed over the next few weeks. 
 
 COUNTY MANAGER REPORT: 



 

 

 
 Ryan Piche reported that there will be a ribbon cutting ceremony on June 4th 
for all of the remaining buildings, more information will follow.  The Annual Safety 
Day is scheduled for May 7th and legislators are welcome to attend any portion of it 
but particularly lunch.  Community Cup is coming up and any legislators who wish to 
participate can reach out.  The Advocate Drum is heading to Washington DC from 
April 8th through the 10th, with many events lined up, including a visit to the Pentagon.  
Ryan reported that he is excited to attend and meet again with community 
representatives from other areas with bases. 
 
COUNTY TREASURER REPORT:     
 
 Eric Virkler reported the Health Insurance balance is just slightly in the black.  
The premium increase in something that is needed.  The external auditing firm is on 
site and is finishing up.  Their report will be presented to the Board in June or July, 
but so far everything is good. 
 
REPORT OF THE FINANCE AND RULES COMMITTEE: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



































































 

 

 
 
 
OTHER BUSINESS: 
 

There being no other business to come before the Board, Legislator 
Moroughan made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 5:42 p.m., seconded by 
Legislator Nellenback, and carried.    

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 


