


DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES SUBCOMMITTEE
MEETING MINUTES
DATE: OCTOBER 4, 2024
LOCATION: HUMAN SERVICE BUILDING
PRESIDING: WYATT WAGNER
SECRETARY: ANNA PLATZ
ATTENDEES (SIGN IN SHEET ATTACHED): KAREN BOLIVER, TINA CUMMINGS, WYATT WAGNER, ROSE LARKINS, DIXIE LEHMAN, LOUISE FOX, ERIN LARGETT, REBECCA KELLY, KEVIN JACKSON, JENNIFER BAKER, PAT FRALICK, AND ANNA PLATZ.

	TOPIC
DISCUSSED
	SUMMARY OF TOPIC
DISCUSSED
	DECISION/ACTION
TO BE TAKEN
	DEADLINE/PERSON 
RESPONSIBLE

	Call Meeting to Order
	The meeting was called to order at 10:03 AM. Quorum present. 
	
	

	Privilege of the Floor
	· Lewis County has a new County Manager, Timothy Hunt. We will invite him to attend a future meeting. 
· Dixie shared that there is a significant housing need for young adults with developmental disabilities. 
· Louise shared concerns about a respite aid who was having difficulty clocking in, due to internet issues. Tina explained the process an employee should follow  to report this issue when it occurs. 
· Becky shared that she recently met with a parent whose child is transitioning from high school and is frustrated with how staffing issues are impacting their child’s services. The child is anxiously waiting to begin employment, but their start date has been delayed due to staffing. 
	







Becky will be asked to report out on the Transition Taskforce at future meetings (standing agenda item).
	

	Approval of the Minutes 
	8/2/2024 minutes presented for approval.
	Motion moved by Tina Cummings, seconded by Louise Fox. All in favor. 
	

	New Business
	Follow-up from last meeting: Attendees will review sources of service resources such as 211 to note accuracy and if the services information is correct
· Erin shared that Kelberman is missing from Office for the Aging’s Community Resource Guide and that it would be great if Family Navigation could be added.
· Tina shared an OPWDD Guide to Eligibility Assessment Resources packet from July of 2021. 
· Some of the information needs to be updated (including Kelberman’s location and contact information) but much of it is still relevant. 
· Tina shared an FAQ document regarding OPWDD’s Family Support Service (FSS). There are brochures available as well and Tina will bring some to Community Orientation and send an electronic copy out. 

Update on Ad Hoc Committee Work
· Anna shared that the Community Services Board (CSB) has developed an ad hoc committee that will be working on updating the CSB manual and bylaws. The ad hoc committee is also reviewing the department’s state aid contracts that are up for renewal this year and working on an application and review process for subcommittee and CSB membership. 
· Tina shared that she would be interested in joining the Community Services Board in the future. 
· The DD subcommittee currently has one vacancy, so members were asked to brainstorm a potential new member. 
· Becky suggested Mary Compo. Anna hopes to have application process ready by the end of the year, so it can be implemented in 2025. For now, Mary (or other potential candidates) are welcome to attend the DD Subcommittee meetings as they are public meetings, and the link is available on the Lewis County Website. 
	






	

	Old Business
	Local Services Plan Review & Updates
· DPOA is presenting at Agency Day (Community Orientation) next week and will focus on respite. 
· Tina shared that she is waiting for LifePlan to fill some of their vacancies before scheduling a training with their staff.  
· Significant discussion about mental health and developmental disability services and the continued need to break down silos. Mental Health is often looked at as “short term” while developmental disability resources are seen as “long term”. 
· Billing provides so many limitations are you can’t double dip
· Becky reminded people about the power of advocacy and how far we’ve come.
	
 
	


	Action Items
	N/A
	
	

	Agency Updates
	DPAO
· 50-year celebrations are happening. 
· An awards ceremony is scheduled for November 8th. The acting commissioner of OPWDD will be in attendance and is going to be presenting awards for years of service. 
· The Lewis County bowling league has resumed as Lewis Lanes. 
· 30 participants will be attending a retreat at Beaver Camp this weekend. Thank you to Wyatt for working!
· Attended the Arc’s prom in September. Congratulations to all on such a great event!
· Free standing respite is down one full time staff member. 
· DPOA received great results from their audit in June. 
· Abilibee is a free app for individuals with developmental disabilities and those who support them.
· Please like DPOA on Facebook!

Lewis County Public Health
· Jen (NRCIL) presented at LEICC on interpreting evaluations. 
· There is currently a waitlist for SEIT in the Lowville and Beaver Falls areas and OT for the southern end of the County. A plan in in place to eliminate the OT waitlist. 

Wyatt
· Had the opportunity to attend the Council for Developmental Disabilities Advocacy Institute in Albany.
· Systems of Care Adult & Youth Summit is at Lowville Academy on November 2nd. There are plans to add a track to the 2025 summit that is focused on developmental disabilities.

NRCIL
· Is attending all Lewis County school open houses.
· SPARK program is back at South Lewis Central School two days/week.
· The Warming Center opens November 1 from 7 pm – 7 am. 
· There are several groups happening right now!

The Arc
· Prom was a success.
· Annual employer dinner is coming up in October. 

Kelberman
· Has a newsletter and listserv. 
· Is working on a resource guide. 
· There is ABA Therapy openings in Syracuse and Rome. 

Other Updates
· There is a music therapist available in Lewis County who works for the KEYS Program in Sherrill, NY. 
	
	

	Adjournment:
	Meeting adjourned at 11:03 AM. 
	Motion made by Wyatt Wagner, seconded by Becky Kelly. All in favor. 
	

	Next Meeting:
	December 6, 2024, at 8:30 am.
	
	







